
  

 

OECD Compendium Review Team, 

  

Thank you for extending a window of opportunity for public consultation of the TOSSD 

Compendium. The AidData team has reviewed this document and would like to suggest some next 

steps to consider based on the scope of OECD’s proposed approach. 

 The draft Compendium lays out a strong framework for determining: 1) what TOSSD financial flows 

include; 2) how TOSSD is aligned with the SDGs Agenda; and 3) how to determine whether specific 

flows should be counted as TOSSD. It also lays out a clear and logical plan for how to collect TOSSD 

data.  

 However, the Compendium does not explain how newly collected TOSSD data will be attributed to 

specific SDGs at the goal or target level. Attributing incoming flows to the global agenda at a 

disaggregated goal and target level is an essential component to monitoring and evaluating how these 

resources are supporting the SDGs. It is towards this end, that AidData would like to provide 

recommendations. 

Last year, AidData piloted a methodology to map aid flows during the MDG era (2000-2015) to the 

new SDGs and targets via a statistical estimate. We started with ODA reported to the OECD Creditor 

Reporting System (CRS).[1]  From this foundation, we can more systematically scrutinize changes in 

aid financing over time in the lead up to 2030 in order to assess the agenda-setting power of the SDGs 

in shaping development partner priorities and identify funding trends, gaps, and results.  

Though not mentioned directly in the Compendium, it is our assumption that OECD’s Purpose 

Coding Methodology will remain intact during the era of TOSSD data collection. Our approach rests 

on a mapping of OECD Purpose Codes to SDG Targets and derives its power from the universality of 

OECD’s Purpose Coding Schema.[2]  

On the strength of this methodology, we are currently moving towards publication of our first State of 

Financing for Sustainable Development report, where we take a deep dive look at historical patterns 

of aid financing in order to identify lessons learned as we look forward to the SDGs era. In conducting 

this analysis, we draw upon two novel sources of data: (1) ODA from 2000 to 2015 mapped to the 

SDGs using AidData’s pilot methodology; and (2) AidData’s 2014 Reform Efforts Survey of 

policymakers in 126 low- and middle-income countries.  

In light of this information, our recommendations can be summarized in two points:  

1.     Ensure that purpose codes are still consistently applied to all project records in order to guarantee 

that OECD’s TOSSD approach will possess the ability to enable effective monitoring and evaluation 

of the SDGs. 

2.     Consider institutionalization of an official statistical estimate of how much financing is flowing to 

each SDG goal and target in order to link the TOSSD approach more directly with the global agenda.  



In consideration of recommendation #2, AidData has a track record of strengthening the capacity of 

development professionals to use state-of-the-art data collection and analysis tools and techniques. 

We are a market leader at rapidly scaling rigorous new methodologies and integrating under-reported 

funding sources into our project-level tracking schemas.  

  

In light of our comparative advantages and cutting-edge work in this space, AidData would like to 

collaborate with OECD to take new, purpose-coded TOSSD data and provide a mutually agreed upon 

statistical estimate of how much financing is flowing to each SDG goal and target. We believe that 

working together with OECD to integrate our methodology with the new TOSSD data collection 

approach in this capacity could be a mutually beneficial exercise and one that would substantially 

improve upon the international community’s ability to monitor and evaluate funding progress towards 

the Sustainable Development Goals. 

  

Thank you for your consideration. If you are interested in pursuing these recommendations further or 

have questions about our statistical methodology, please do not hesitate to reach out. We welcome the 

opportunity for collaboration around this initiative.  

  

Kind regards, 

 

Jacob Sims 

 

 

 

[1] Extracted from the OECD CRS aligned database available via aiddata.org to represent historical, project-level aid accounting from all 
donors (2000-2013). 

[2] Our mapping of purpose codes and SDGs involved four critical steps: (1) coding the SDG targets using AidData activity codes; (2) 
consolidating activity codes into purpose codes; (3) weighting the purpose code to SDG matches according to frequency at which they were 

used in the entire sample; and (4) apply the ensuing mapping to the project records such that each project is assigned an n number of SDGs 

(1-17), and each SDG marker is given a ratio that serves as a funding multiplier.  
 

--  
Jacob Sims 
Program Manager - Policy Initiatives 

 

http://aiddata.org/

